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Meeting Minutes

Regular Meeting of the City Council

Wednesday, November 12, 2025
7:30 PM

City Hall

City Council Members

Mayor, Sean R. McDermott

City Clerk, Elizabeth Kmet
Treasurer, Courtney Bolt
Aldermen Thomas Mikolyzk, Scott Musillami, Tom Frohlich 
John Von Drasek, [image: image1.png]COUNTRYSIDE

CHICAGO'S WESTERN GATEWAY



Mark Benson and John Finn
1.
CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor McDermott. Alderman Frohlich led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call:
City Clerk Kmet called the roll of those physically present as follows:

Present:

Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, Alderman 





Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami
Also Present:
Mayor McDermott, City Clerk Kmet, Treasurer Bolt, City Administrator Paul, Assistant City Administrator Schutter, Police Chief Klimek, Deputy Clerk Cordova, City Attorney Peck, and City Engineer Sledz.
2.
OMNIBUS AGENDA


a.
Approval of City Council Meeting minutes of October 22, 2025.

b.
Approval of the statement of bills submitted for payment through November 12, 


2025:  $875,987.11.


Motion was made by Alderman Musillami, seconded by Alderman Von Drasek



that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following 


vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 





Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0
3.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC - None
4.
MAYOR’S REPORT 

a.
Mayor McDermott read the proclamation honoring Angela Curran’s retirement from 


Pillars Community Health.  Ms. Curran worked for Pillars for eighteen years.  The 


Mayor proclaimed November 12, 2025 as Angela Curran Day.  


Motion was made by Alderman Mikolyzk, seconded by Alderman Benson that 


this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0



Mayor McDermott asked Ms. Curran to come to the front to receive her framed 


proclamation.   

b.
Mayor McDermott stated that we need to have a proclamation because the City is 


looking to become a tree city.  We have to adopt a proclamation recognizing Arbor 


Day.  Mayor McDermott read the proclamation and proclaimed November 7, 2025 as 


Arbor Day in the City of Countryside.  


Motion was made by Alderman Von Drasek, seconded by Alderman Finn that 


this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:



Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


c.
Consideration of an Ordinance amending the liquor code to increase the number of 


Class F liquor licenses by one.  

Motion was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Alderman Frohlich that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0



City Clerk Kmet declared that this will be known as Ordinance 25-35-O.

d.
Consideration of an Ordinance granting a Class F liquor license for Don Javi Taco 



Grill located at 5621 S. Lagrange Road.  

Motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Finn that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0



City Clerk Kmet declared that this will be known as Ordinance 25-36-O.
5.
CITY CLERK’S REPORT


a.
Consideration to approve the 2026 Schedule of Meetings.  

Motion was made by Alderman Von Drasek, seconded by Alderman Musillami that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


b.
Consideration to approve the 2026 Calendar of Paid Holidays.

Motion was made by Alderman Von Drasek, seconded by Alderman Musillami that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0

6.
TREASURER’S REPORT – No Report
7.
COMMITTEE AND COMMISSION REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND, IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

a.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - Alderman Von Drasek – No report

b.
FINANCE COMMITTEE – Alderman Finn

Alderman Finn stated that they had a Finance Meeting tonight and a representative from the audit company Lauterbach and Amen was there and presented the 2025 audit.  They offered an unmodified opinion which is the highest opinion available.  Lauterbach and Amen also commented on our Police Pension Fund being over 100% funded and he has never seen that in a Municipality.  We took a first look at the 2027 budget and it looks like we may be able to abate the property taxes next year.  

1.  Consideration to waive the formal bidding process for the purchase of a Dodge Durango Police vehicle from Jack Phelan Dodge in the amount of $39,582, including emergency equipment upfitting by MPC Communications for $10,716; to trade in a 2005 Ford 500 to Jack Phelan Dodge (estimated value $500); and to transfer a 2016 Ford Explorer to the Community Development Department.  

Motion was made by Alderman Frohlich, seconded by Alderman Mikolyzk that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


c.
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE – Alderman Mikolyzk



Consideration to hire a Maintenance Worker 1 for the Department of Public Works.  


Motion was made by Alderman Musillami, seconded by Alderman Frohlich that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


d.
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – Alderman Benson – No report

e.
PLAN COMMISSION/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – City Attorney Peck

1.  Consideration of a third extension request for an approved special use variation at 


9665 West 55th Street (Ordinance No. 22-40-O) – Highline Automotive


Motion was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Alderman Frohlich that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0

2.  Consideration of a fourth extension request for an approved variance at 9665 W. 55th Street (Ordinance –No. 22-41-O) – Highline Automotive


Motion was made by Alderman Musillami, seconded by Alderman Frohlich that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0

3.  Consideration of an Ordinance granting the rezoning of 5626 East Avenue from R-3 to R-4 Zoning District – Case #PZAR25-0001 (Peter Malanii).
Alderman Finn motioned to disagree with the zoning board and deny the rezoning from R-3 to R-4.  This area has a disproportionate amount of multi-family and duplex units. 

Motion to not concur was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Alderman Frohlich that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


f.
SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE – Alderman Musillami

Alderman Musillami said that the Special Events Committee had a meeting tonight.  It looks like we will be moving forward with the car show, bands, and food trucks on June 6, 2026 at Local 150.  


g.
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE – Alderman Musillami – No report

h.
FLAGG CREEK ADVISORY BOARD – Alderman Frohlich – No report

8.
LEGAL REPORT – No report
9.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Consideration of a contract to hire Pace Systems Inc. to implement additional water pumping station security in the amount of $45,174.04.  

Motion was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Alderman Benson that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0

10.
STAFF REPORTS

a.
Chief of Police – Paul Klimek


1.  Consideration and action to hire one Probationary Police Officer.


Motion was made by Alderman Von Drasek, seconded by Alderman Musillami that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


2.  Request authorization to apply for the FY25 Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board Camera (ILETSB) grant for reimbursement of the purchase of body worn and in-car cameras.  

Motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Musillami that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0


c.
City Engineer – Lukasz Sledz

Consideration of engineer’s pay estimate number 5 and final in the amount of $15,880.00 to Lindahl Brother’s, Inc. 622 E. Green Street, Bensenville, IL  60106 for the 2024 Rehabilitation Program.  


Motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Finn that this matter be APPROVED as presented; motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0

11.
BUSINESS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND, IF SO DETERMINED ACTION UPON - None
12.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Alderman Mikolyzk, seconded by Alderman Von Drasek that this meeting be adjourned.  The motion carried by the following vote:


Aye:
6
Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, 






Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk, and Alderman Musillami


Nay:
0



Mayor McDermott declared the meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 

APPROVED:







Respectfully Submitted,








_________________________








Elizabeth Kmet, City Clerk

/km

CITY OF COUNTRYSIDE

Page 7 of 7

